Your e-connection with St. Michael's Church
In This Issue
+From Our Rector
+From Our Associate
Rector
+Children's Ministry
+Lent 2020

Mar. 20, 2020

From Our Rector
The Rev. Jesse Perkins
jperkins@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Dear St. Michael's! I am writing to you one week after
church services have been suspended. As I mentioned
before, I never imagined having to lead a parish
during times like this, but I also will admit that in some
ways creating new ways of being together has been
fun.

Sunday
Worship Times

8:00 a. m. Rite I
10:00 a.m. Rite II
Coffee & Fellowship
after each service.

Church School

● Children
ages 3-5th grade
10:00 a.m.
meet downstairs
in classrooms. They
will join their families
in time for communion.
● JR. & SR. High
9:00 a.m.
Meet in the
Sturtz House

● Adult Formation
Seasonal
(watch Sword for
upcoming info)
Nursery (infants and
children up to 3 years
old) is available
downstairs from

Before the big reveal for this Sunday (yes we are having
communion!), I want to give you an update from our
Bishop. Bishop Lee has informed the clergy that we
are to stay closed for in-person worship through Easter,
and likely for a total of two months. This is not the best
news, and I am really torn about not having Holy Week
as we usually do. During this shutdown, the Vestry has
approved the payments of all of our preschool teachers
and staff, including the hourly workers; not only do we
want them to stay on solid financial footing, we want
them to return when this is all over. We will continue to
pay our staff for as long as we can, so I ask your
help. If you want to contribute to St. Michael's online,
please go
to http://www.stmichaelsbarrington.org/give and make
your donations there. Help us continue to pay our
people, and to be on solid financial footing once we
return to regular worship services. Mail in checks are of
course welcomed as well.
As I mentioned, Bishop Lee has told us that we are to
continue the suspension of in-person worship so as to
prevent the spread of this virus. He is right, and we
will do so even through Easter. But my heart aches... it
aches to be in community with you, and it aches that we
do not get to share in the Eucharist together.
Thus an idea was born! Drive-in Communion!
Imagine this - like the old drive-in movies, we all gather
in the parking lot and remain in our cars. We tune our
radios to FM 89.9, and you park so as to see the altar

9:30am through the
10am service.
For Church School
information please
contact The Rev. Lisa
Erdeljon, Associate
Rector for Christian
Education.
For additional
service information,
events and
activities,
please visit our
website by
clicking here.

Quick Links

Click here

Our Website

Little Angels
Preschool

set up in the northwest corner of our building (by the
entrance to the main parking lot). You download the
bulletin from our website ahead of time, and we have an
abbreviated church service right there in the parking
lot! The sermons are still online for you to stream at
home.
When it comes time for Communion, we have wafers
blessed as the Body of Christ in ziplock baggies, placed
there ahead of time wearing gloves and masks so
they have not been touched. We bring them to your car,
and pass them through the window - still keeping our
social distance (being outside is a big help here). Our
music director plays a familiar hymn through our car
radios as we wait for the wafers. Then I give the
blessing, and we are dismissed to go back home, or go
for a walk in the cemetery with good distance between
us.
If that sounds fun, I invite you to come at 9am and 10am
this Week, March 22, and celebrate communion
together, but still distanced. Honestly, it may be the
only way we can be together and not spread this virus; it
may be the only way to have Easter together when the
time comes.
I suppose at any other time in my ministry I would have
said this was crazy, but today when I have the choice of
not having any communion, or having it in this way,
I choose this. And until this passes and we can gather
together again in the nave, we can still be nourished by
each other's presence and through Christ's body, and
still maintain our safe social distance. Hope to see you
here in the parking lot through your windshields at 9am
and 10am this Sunday. See the below link for the Drivein Communion bulletin.......
God bless,
Jesse+

CLICK HERE for Drive In Communion Bulletin

Listen to Sunday
Sermons

From Our Associate Rector
of Christian Education
The Rev. Lisa Erdeljon
lerdeljon@stmichaelsbarrington.org

Follow us on
Facebook

I hope everyone is doing well and able to feel some
connection to others while we are experiencing this
social distancing.
For me, as an extrovert, it's hard. I've had a lot of phone
conversations with friends and colleagues and family
members. I've also spent way more time on Facebook.
Surprisingly, I haven't watched much TV, but that's
about to change.

Vestry Meeting
Summary
1.13.20 Click here

Sunday Altar Flower
Donation Form
Click here

Click here.

In a weird twist of events, I'm actually sick. Before you
start to panic, it's not COVID-19. I think it's either early
Strep Throat or Tonsillitis. But whatever it is, I've spent a
large part of today in bed, and the other part moving
about my house at a vvvveeerrrryyyy slow pace.
Thankfully, I was able to go to the doctor's and get a
prescription antibiotic, so I should be
feeling better soon, but it makes me
wonder...
I'm not the only one who is sick right
now. I talked with another church
member who had a stomach bug,
and some of the kids in my life had
Strep Throat last week.
So maybe, in light of all the precautions we're taking
about going out and washing our hands and standing at
least 6 feet away from people, we can take some of this
with us. Not quite to such a vast extreme, but at least
some of it can become part of our norm in the future.
After all, how many of you still go to work, even if you're
not feeling well? I know I have -- and even though I can
go a whole day at the office without seeing someone
else, I'm still carrying germs.

Little Red Wagon
And how many of us go to the doctor's, get a
prescription to fill, and then wander the grocery store for
30 minutes until the antibiotics are available for pick-up?
I know I certainly have.
Again, while we probably won't want to do social

distancing every time we get sick in the future, maybe
this time of distancing and hyper-vigilant precautions will
help us remember that getting sick is not a bad thing and
the world will still turn, even if we decide to spend a day
on the couch, binge watching our favorite TV show or
movies.
You can almost guarantee that's where I'll be tomorrow!
Prayers for use by a Sick Person: In the Morning
(BCP, 461)
This month we
gather food for
those in need at
Church of the
Redeemer, Elgin
food pantry.
All items gratefully
accepted.
Thank you!

This is another day, O Lord. I know not what it will bring
forth, but make me ready, Lord, for whatever it may
be. If I am to stand up, help me to stand bravely. If I
am to sit still, help me to sit quietly. If I am to lie low,
help me to do it patiently. And if I am to do nothing, let
me do it gallantly. Make these words more than words,
and give me the Spirit of Jesus. Amen.

Children's Ministry
(3 year to 5th grade)

Those who have
asked for our
prayers:
Susan, Cheryl,
Marika, the Pepper
family, Joanne, the
Larson family,
Lonnie, Brian,
Mark, Ted, Barb &
Steve, Patty,
Phyllis, Amy
[Names placed on the
Parish Prayer List are
listed for four weeks.
The newly departed are
also prayed for during
the Prayers of the
People on Sundays for a
duration of four weeks
following their death.
Please notify any
member of the clergy
or Nancy to add a name
to the prayer list.]

Not sure about you, but I have had to take a pause to
process how quickly things have changed. This past
week I have been glued to every electronic device I
own. Glued to the news and media to stay informed to
be prepared for what will be next. All of a sudden we
have doubled our screen time. During my self-pause, I
started to realize all this screen time could be making
me feel uncomfortable as an adult. While at the same
time I know it is necessary, I found myself becoming
anxious and a bit crabby. So what about our children as
their screen time increases being out of school?
Our children are increasingly taught through computers
and IPads. We can all confirm computers and the digital
technology aim to increase knowledge and
understanding to enhance education. However, the
American Academy of Pediatrics recommends limits on
screen time. They have seen effects in children of
crabbiness, insomnia, and irritability from too many
hours of electronic devices. Dina DiMaggio MD, a
pediatrician on staff at Pediatric Associates of NYC
says, "Screen time has a place in a child's life, but it
needs to be used appropriately and as a part of a
balanced lifestyle." With the widespread use of
electronics it is easy to allow these screens to get out of
control so screen time is all that kids think about.

Remembering
This Week
Birthday
3.22
Margaret Atkins
3.23
Tommie Nesset
Tim Raynor
Joshua Schultz
Whitney Brett
3.24
Beth Rejman
Robert Krysiak
Janessa Tylor
Haven Hughes
3.26
Hannah Harris
Sean Harrington
Oliver Pepper
3.27
Nickolas Sproul

Anniversaries
Rest in Peace
3.22
Zoe Blanchard
3.24
John Thomas
Toni Kania
3.26
Babbs Wastcoat
3.28
Ruth Kraus

Part of what I love about Sunday school is how
interactive the classes are with hands on learning
without having to look at a screen. We use real paper
and a hard covered book called the Bible. Sunday
school gives our children that balanced lifestyle, away
from screens, the pediatricians recommend.
Our plan during this momentary pause from church is to
still provide our families with the Sunday school lessons.
Each week we have the Living the Good News"At
Home" attached to this newsletter. I will also be mailing
the Sunday school children a package each week with
the lesson and a fun project they can do at home.
My hope is they can actually take some time away from
screens on Sundays to complete the lessons. The
package from church could help maintain some weekly
structure and familiar weekly family activities for the
children.
This week I will be sending home the same cross on
seeded paper we used for burying the alleluias at
Church. We already have some "seedlings" in the pots
we planted on Ash Wednesday. During this time at
home, we can take care of ourselves, try to limit the
screen time for kids, and have unity in the participation
of this planting project.
Click here to read this week's
At Home with the Good News.

Sunday
Drive In Communion
click here

St. Michael's Vestry

Lenten
Daily Devotional
click here

vestry@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Kirk Chan, Senior Warden; Ann Kimes, Junior Warden
Bill Ferry, Gwynne Johnston, Steve Barnum, Gene Dawson, Michele Phillips,
Suzanne Fleer, Lindsay Taylor, Charley Wickman, Cam Sells, David Rauschenberg,
Ric Lindeen, Kathi Frelk
John Davis, Treasurer - Craig Anderson, Clerk
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The Rev. Jesse Perkins, Rector;
The Rev. Lisa Erdeljon, Associate Rector for Christian Education;
The Rev. Elizabeth Ward, Priest Associate; The Rev. Alvin Johnson, Priest Associate;
Mark Sikkila, Organist & Director of Music ; Sara Lloyd Torbeck, Director of Children's Music; Caren
Hunter, Director of Little Angels Preschool ; Ric Lindeen, Jr/Sr High Youth Ministry ;
Kim Curtis, Facilities Manager and Sunday School Director ;
Nancy Holmes, Parish Administrator & Rector's Assistant ;
Janice Spitz, Bookkeeper; Rich Hornickel, Sexton
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St. Michael's Episcopal Church
St. Michael's Episcopal Church, 647 Dundee Avenue, Barrington, IL 60010
The Parish Office is open 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Summer office hours June/July/August: M-TH 9am-5pm; Fri 9am-noon.
website: www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
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The Sword
The Sword is published each Thursday. The deadline to submit items to be included is Tuesday at
Noon. Any questions or comments regarding this publication should be sent to
news@stmichaelsbarrington.org

