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From Our Rector
The Rev. Jesse Perkins
jperkins@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Dear St. Michael's,
Words cannot express how I feel after this past weekend we had to say goodbye to a stalwart member of our
parish, Dave Pepper, and I know we will all feel that loss
and absence for a long time to come. I could not have
been prouder of this parish as you all cared for the family,
helped orchestrate a large visitation and funeral, and
celebrated and grieved for Dave. There are too many
volunteers to thank, so please accept my gratitude for the
many hands that worked many hours doing this
holy work. May his soul rest in peace, and may God
surround and comfort his family.
2019 seemed to bring with it many unexpected changes,
and another is our Parish Operations person of 15 years,
Kim Lessner, departs us this week. We are having a
party today at 5:30 p.m. to wish her farewell as she moves
on to a great opportunity with Bishop Anderson House.

Sunday
Worship Times

8:00 a. m. Rite I
10:00 a.m. Rite II
Coffee & Fellowship
after each service.

Church School

● Children
ages 3-5th grade
10:00 a.m.
meet downstairs
in classrooms. They
will join their families
in time for communion.
● JR. & SR. High
9:00 a.m.

As I mentioned in church on Sunday, I would like to tell you
a little about how St. Michael's will be structured going
forward. I am reshaping this role on staff just a bit: the
financial, and the operations pieces are being separated,
and will be served by two people. Our own Kim Curtis,
Sunday School director, has moved into a full time
position at St. Michael's and will be our point person for
parish operations and building. Kim has facility
management experience from a previous job, and is very
suited to keep our building in tip-top order. I have also
hired a bookkeeper, Janice Spitz, to keep our financial
records and budget. Both are settling into their new roles,
and I am happy to welcome them to St. Michael's in these
new positions. I have no doubt that we will be "learning as
we go," so I ask for your patience as we all learn new
ways of doing things.
As this new year has begin, I want to leave you with an
exert from a devotional book I sometimes use in staff
meetings, and share with you our prayer for this week. It is
my prayer that this year bring us all closer to God and his

Meet in the
Sturtz House
● Adult Formation
Seasonal
(watch Sword for
upcoming info)
Nursery (infants and
children up to 3 years
old) is available
downstairs from
9:30am through the
10am service.
For Church School
information please
contact The Rev. Lisa
Erdeljon, Associate
Rector for Christian
Education.
For additional
service information,
events and
activities,
please visit our
website by
clicking here.

Son, and that we find that rock of strength on which to
stand through all of the changes another year
might bring. Here is an adapted version of the opening
devotion from "Grace for the Moment" by Max Lucado to
begin this new year: click here.

From Our Associate Rector
of Christian Education
The Rev. Lisa Erdeljon
lerdeljon@stmichaelsbarrington.org
A few weeks ago, I began my eSword article with how
amazing you all are. This week, I am doing it again. Thank
you, St. Michael's, for being such an amazing group of
people.
The Reverse Advent Calendar was a huge success!
Despite a few hitches and hiccups (to be expected for the
first time of a new program), we were extremely generous.
It looks like we had more than 50 households participate,
which means we collected over 5,000 individual items.
From 55 cans of vegetables to 64 pairs of mittens or
gloves; 57 cans of meat to 88 spools of dental floss, our
collection of items will serve the local and regional
community in major ways.
And the big Sunday items? We managed to collect 65
"Christmas Baskets" for families, children, and seniors in
need; 43 new or gently used winter coats for Barrington
Giving Day; 123 new or gently used blankets for CUMALI;
and 15 sheet sets and 6 pillows for Love INC.
I'm happy to provide you with a full list of numbers, if you're
interested, but overall, St. Michael's did it again! Rose to
the occasion and served above and beyond any
expectation or anticipation.

Thank you!
Thank you!
Thank you!
I hope you all know how absolutely blessed you have
made the communities in which we serve.
Again, thank you!

Farewell Gathering for Kim Lesser
Today, January 9

St. Michael's will celebrate Kim Lessner's 15-year ministry
in Parish Operations on today, January 9 from 5:30 - 8:00
p.m. in St. Michael's Community Room. Please plan to
join us as we say farewell to her and wish her our best in
her new role with Bishop Anderson House.

Quick Links

Children's Ministry(3 year to 5th grade)
Kim Curtis kcurtis@stmichaelsbarrington.org

Click here

Our Website

Little Angels
Preschool

Listen to Sunday
Sermons

Follow us on
Facebook

Vestry Meeting
Summary
12.16.19 Click here

We all have heard the phrase "timing is everything". I
would have to say this phrase best described the kids
when rehearsing Saturday for the Epiphany Pageant. We
watched them work on timing of when to get in line, timing
on when to start walking, or stop walking, timing on the
music, and timing on when to say lines in the script. It felt
like that game red light green light with how many times
we had to stop and do-over. Considering the rehearsal
setbacks, I was so proud of the children on Sunday. They
pulled together and I really saw God present with our
perfectly timed performance. I would like to give a big
thanks to all the parents and volunteers. I really noticed
your presence and it made a difference this year in the
success of the pageant. Later on in the community room
the kids got to enjoy a beautifully organized reception. I
would also like to thank Cam and Erin for all their
preparation and hard work with the reception. Next year
we need to rehearse how to take off costumes and get all
of us back into church for communion.
Click here for some great photos from last Sunday's
children's pageant, 'Twas the Night Before Epiphany.
Awhile back we had a Bridge youth event and made tie
fleece blankets. We had a total of 5 blankets to make.
That night we only completed one. A young girl offered to
take one home to make, so we have a total of 2 now. We
will be donating the blankets to Love Inc. when they are all
completed. I need 3 more blankets made. Would anyone
be able to take the material home and complete a
blanket? I have the material in my office and can give
instructions on how they are made. You can contact me
during the week or just let me know on Sunday at church.
Click here to read this week's At Home.

Stock the Freezer
Sunday, January 12, 12:00-3:00 p.m. with lunch

Sunday Altar Flower
Donation Form
Click here

Click here.

Come join us to bake some wonderful goodies to be used
at future coffee hours! We are asking for
volunteers to spend a few hours in the
Community Room kitchen baking up treats
that we can then freeze and use for future
coffee hours. Lunch will be served and it
will be a nice way to get to know one
another. Since I have just started taking
over coordination of the coffee our ministry,
I thought this would be a great way to get to
know some of our existing volunteers as well as introduce
this ministry to new folks who may want to be volunteers in
the future.
I will be bringing flour, sugar and butter. Please bring any
specifics that you need for the recipe you would like to
make. Keep in mind we would like to have these save for
future dates to end so things that are easy to pack and
freeze would be best.
And if you're unable to attend but would like to drop off
goodies - those are always welcome!
Event Details - Sunday, January 12, 12:00-3:00 p.m. with
lunch served
Please RSVP to Kelly by January 5.
Any questions in this event or our coffee ministry in
general (or to sign up to volunteer!) please contact Kelly
Lensink: 520-262-1898 or bratkelnoel@gmail.com

Book Signing at St. Michael's
Sunday, January 12

Little Red Wagon

Leslie Yerger has published a book about her
pilgrimage on the Camino de
Santiago, her cancer diagnosis, and
her quest to advance the next
generation of breast cancer
screening. It is now available at And
All The Angels gift shop.
Bring your already purchased books, or get them on
Sunday, January 12 after both services, and Leslie will
be available to personally sign them.

Saturday, January 18 at 6:30 p.m.
This month we
gather food for
those in need at the
Barrington
Township Food
Pantry.
Especially needed
items: tea, instant
coffee, dry beans,
soy sauce, salsa,
seasonings and
dryer sheets.
Thank you!

*Grown ups will play a rousing rendition of St. Michael's
TRIVIA upstairs in the Community Room. John Schmidt
will serve as Trivia Master of Ceremonies.
*Kiddo's will have their own Game Night downstairs
overseen by Kim Curtis.
*Nursery care will be available.
*Bring your favorite comfort food for sharing: appetizers,
casseroles or crockpot dishes and desserts and BYOB
(Bring Your Own Beverage).
*Please RSVP to nholmes@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Let us know how many adults and how many kiddos in
your family will be attending.
No reason to stay home this Saturday night. Come on
over to St. Michael's for a rollicking good time!

Those who have
asked for our
prayers:
Ann, Kay, Rick &
Marika, Gayle, the
Pepper family,
Betsy, the Tolle
family, the Johnston
family, the Hecker
family, Virginia,
Brian, Mark, Ted,
Barb & Steve, Patty,
Phyllis, Amy
[Names placed on the
Parish Prayer List are
listed for four weeks.
The newly departed are
also prayed for during
the Prayers of the
People on Sundays for
a duration of four weeks
following their death.
Please notify any
memb er of the clergy
or Nancy to add a name
to the prayer list.]

LIFT Jr. and Sr. High Ministry
Kay Lewis youth@stmichaelsbarrington.org
LIFT meets on Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. at the Sturtz
House. Click here for the LIFT Calendar of Events.

4-1-2-4
Looking for a great place to spend a few hours once a
week? It's as easy as..... 4-1-2-4.
4 people to volunteer 1 day each a week from 2-4 pm in
the parish office. We already have a wonderful volunteer
who covers Tuesday's - thanks Jim Steed!
Your main responsibility would be to

answer phones and cover the
electronic door system (letting folks
in the building when they ring the
buzzer). Training is happily given,
mastering the job is easy, and it's a
great office with great folks to spend
a few hours!
This chair's for YOU!
Contact Nancy in the parish office,
nholmes@stmichaelsbarrington.org or 847-381-2323 x11,
if you'd like to learn more or sign up for a day.

Little Angels Christian Preschool
Registration for 2020-21
In-house registration will begin on Monday, January 13.
Registration will open to the community on Monday,
January 27. Please contact Caren Hunter with any
questions at chunter@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

A Reminder This Holiday Season
(a real Bah Humbug)
Remembering
This Week
Birthday
1.13
John Nicol
Peter Bacher
Darryl Dawson
1.15
Jake Pepper
1.18
John Totten
Denney Roper
Kristina Roper

Fr. Jesse is being impersonated
again by someone using a fake
email address that asks for your
help to send money or gift
cards. The email address may
appear real on first glance BUT IT IS
NOT REAL.
If you receive an email from him (or any clergy) that asks
for money or gift cards, CALL the parish office or CALL
them directly. DO NOT SEND money.
We will never solicit help in that manner. The clergy use
the discretionary fund for assistance appeals.

Anniversaries
Rest in Peace
1.14
Stephen Wright
Lucille MacLennan
Helene Dickson
Lysa Meyers
1.16
Denis Chaudruc
1.18
Judy Fisher

To the People of St. Michael's,
There was a celebration of life for our
husband/father/son/brother/friend Dave on Friday and
Saturday. It was a tremendous celebration because of St.
Michael's parish. This is a special place.
There were so many people that helped, supported, did,

planned, sang, set up, preached and served. Thank you to
All.
Only at St. Michael's.
Grateful and humbled,
The Pepper Family
St. Michael's Vestry
vestry@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Dayna Imhoff, Senior Warden; Kirk Chan, Junior Warden
Bill Ferry, Gwynne Johnston, Greg Michaels, Steve Barnum, Tim Raynor, Gene Dawson, Michele
Phillips, Suzanne Fleer, Renee Buxton, Lindsay Taylor, Charley Wickman, Cam Sells,
John Davis, Treasurer - Craig Anderson, Clerk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Jesse Perkins, Rector;
The Rev. Lisa Erdeljon, Associate Rector for Christian Education;
The Rev. Elizabeth Ward, Priest Associate; The Rev. Alvin Johnson, Priest Associate;
Mark Sikkila, Organist & Director of Music; Sara Lloyd Torbeck, Director of Children's Music;
Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Preschool; Ric Lindeen, Jr/Sr High Youth Ministry;
Kim Curtis, Sunday School Director & Parish Operations;
Nancy Holmes, Parish Administrator & Rector's Assistant;
Janice Spitz, Book k eeper; Rich Hornickel, Sexton
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
St. Michael's Episcopal Church
St. Michael's Episcopal Church, 647 Dundee Avenue, Barrington, IL 60010
The Parish Office is open 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Summer office hours June/July/August: M-TH 9am-5pm; Fri 9am-noon.
website: www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Sword
The Sword is published each Thursday. The deadline to submit items to be included is Tuesday at
Noon. Any questions or comments regarding this publication should be sent to
news@stmichaelsbarrington.org

