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Christmas at St. Michael's
Click here for worship times.

From Our Rector
The Rev. Jesse Perkins
jperkins@stmichaelsbarrington.org

Sunday
Worship Times

8:00 a. m. Rite I
10:00 a.m. Rite II
Coffee & Fellowship
after each service.

Church School

No Church School
12/29 & 1/5
● Children
ages 3-5th grade
10:00 a.m.
meet downstairs
in classrooms. They

This Sunday is Gaudete Sunday! You may remember it
as one of the two times you might see priests wearing
rose vestments on Sunday (they look pink sometimes); we
also light the rose Advent candle this week, marking it as
the third Sunday in Advent. It is Latin for "rejoice." Check
it out here.
You all know by now that I find a lot of meaning in this
ancient pattern of life codified in the church calendarthere is a lost of wisdom in the repetition year after year of
these significant moments in our faith.
Somehow retelling the story of God's
saving actions in the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ every year
is beneficial to me; I need reminding
and I need to be invited year after year
to go further into that story. This week,
Gaudete does that too. Over the last
two Sundays since Advent began, we have heard a lot of
ominous Gospel readings: Jesus says that two will be

will join their families
in time for communion.

● JR. & SR. High
9:00 a.m.
Meet in the
Sturtz House

● Adult Formation
Seasonal
(watch Sword for
upcoming info)
Nursery (infants and
children up to 3 years
old) is available
downstairs from
9:30am through the
10am service.
For Church School
information please
contact The Rev. Lisa
Erdeljon, Associate
Rector for Christian
Education.
For additional
service information,
events and
activities,
please visit our
website by
clicking here.

together, and one taken; it will be like a thief coming in the
night to steal from you; last week John the Baptist talked
about trees that don't bear fruit will be cut down. It has
been an intense set of readings hoping to sober us up to
the truth that Christ is coming. And this week, we take a
minute to pause from that preparation and rejoice.
Rejoicing is not always easy. Sometimes our hectic
schedules cause sufficient anxiety that we have trouble
rejoicing. This Sunday in the church year call us to dig
deeper into that "peace that passeth understanding"
found in our faith in Jesus Christ. It calls us to rejoice
when things are good, and rejoice when things are
stressful. It is God's grace that is greater than all of these
things that stress us or depress us. So this week, dig
deep. Rejoice even if it is defiantly. Rejoice that God
sent his Son to us to show us the way, and that Christ can
be born again each year in our hearts.
See you in church,
Jesse+
***************************************************
Also, from the Rector:
If you are interested in serving on the Vestry or serving as
a Diocesan Delegate please contact Fr. Jesse. This year,
the diocesan delegates will be attending two conventions,
because there is one in June where we will elect the next
bishop. New vestry members and delegates will be
elected at our Annual Meeting on January 26, 2020.

From Our Associate Rector
of Christian Education
The Rev. Lisa Erdeljon
lerdeljon@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Reverse Advent Calendar Alert
This Sunday, December 15, bring a new or gently used
blanket for CUMALI, as well as the other items collected
over the past week.
Every Monday, through C.U.M.A.L.I (Chicago Urban
Ministries and Life Intervention), volunteers deliver
food and other much-needed things to the homeless
population living on Lower Whacker. St. Michael's has
been an avid supporter and regularly does collection
drives for the Chicago homeless population that this
organization serves.
Then, over the next week, collect the following things in
your tote:

Monday, December 16: A small container of
mouthwash
Tuesday, December 17: A can of vegetables
Wednesday, December 18: A can of meat (tuna,
ham, chicken, etc.)
Thursday, December 19: A box of cereal
Friday, December 20: A can of soup
Saturday, December 21: Shampoo and/or
conditioner (travel or hotel size)
Sunday, December 22: A new pillow or new set of
sheets for Love INC.

Quick Links

Bring the full bag next Sunday, to unload and be ready for
the next week of Advent.
Click here for the full Reverse Advent Calendar, and click
here for the Daily Devotional Booklet, which includes
more information about the organizations we are
supporting this year.

Click here

Children's Ministry (3 year to 5th grade)
Kim Curtis kcurtis@stmichaelsbarrington.org

Our Website

Little Angels
Preschool

Listen to Sunday
Sermons

Follow us on
Facebook

Since the celebration of St. Michael's Day we have been
talking a lot about Saints in Sunday school. The word
saint comes from the Latin sanctus and literally means
"holy." Throughout the New Testament, saint is used to
refer to all who believe in Jesus Christ, one
who followed His teachings and who have
performed miracles. On all Saints day,
November 3, the kids learned about St.
Teresa of Avila whose picture and life
mission statement is hanging in the church
hallway. On Sunday, December 22, we will
be celebrating another saint, Saint
Nicholas. The traditional Christmas Eve
children's sermon will be presented on this
day instead.
In preparation for celebrating Saint Nicholas Day and our
special children's sermon, I set out to learn about this
remarkable man. St. Nicholas was made Bishop of Myra
and spent his life telling people about Jesus. His work of
always being good to others made him named the patron
saint or special guardian of young people. Saint Nicholas
was a generous wealthy man. He believed when you give
away something to do it secretly so God will know and
reward you. This is how the tradition of hanging our
stockings by the fireplace was created.
On Saint Nicholas' Day in Europe, Children are asked if
they have been good and to put their shoes outside at
night. In the morning they awake to find their shoes filled
with a secret gift of love.

Vestry Meeting
Summary
10.21.19 Click here
11.18.19 Click here

Sunday Altar Flower
Donation Form
Click here

Click here.

On December 22, the Sunday school kids will line up their
shoes in the hallway and go into church in their socks to
listen and participate in the St. Nicholas Day worship
service. When they come out they will have filled shoes.
We will then go into the community room to make a
Bishop's Mitre hat which rises in two points one in the
front and one in the back. You may even see a visitor in
coffee hour carrying a Shepherd's crook. Saint Nicholas is
often shown carrying a staff which means that he is a
shepherd of the flock of Christ. Please join us for this
spectacular children's event at the 10:00am service!

LIFT Jr. and Sr. High Ministry
Kay Lewis youth@stmichaelsbarrington.org
See this picture? Take a good look at it. There are two
dark sections in my pre-lit tree - like a skunk
with stripes. This happened after I
had already taken a section of the tree back
to the sellers to fix it. Then three days later,
the darkness arrived - again. Oh... and my
pre-lit wreath on the chimney, it was working
fine, and now the entire center section is
dark. To be sure, I'm aggravated. But it also
reminded me of a Christmas many years ago
when Randy and I were much younger
parents. Read on...
+ + + + + +
LIFT meets on Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. at the Sturtz
House. Click here for the LIFT Calendar of Events.

Guatemala Mission Trip
The morning of Saturday, March 21, 2020, Team Chicago
will be departing again to Porch de Salomon for a week in
Panajachel, Guatemala. This trip will take place during
Spring Break for Barrington area schools, and many
colleges. We're on another mission to serve "the least, the
lost, and the last of these," in the words of Porch de
Salomon's motto. This date may seem like a long way off,
however, planning for the trip and reserving airfare will be
wrapping up in the next 7-10 days. Some financial support
is available for youth who would like to participate. Read
more.
Please contact Dave Evans at (224)628.3654 or
familywerks@icloud.com if you'd like to learn more, join
the trip, or contribute in other ways.

4-1-2-4
Looking for a great place to spend a few hours once a
week? It's as easy as..... 4-1-2-4.
Little Red Wagon

4 people to volunteer 1 day each a week from 2-4 pm in
the parish office. We already have a wonderful volunteer
who covers Tuesday's - thanks Jim Steed!
Your main responsibility would be to
answer phones and cover the
electronic door system (letting folks
in the building when they ring the
buzzer). Training is happily given,
mastering the job is easy, and it's a
great office with great folks to spend
a few hours!

We have come to
that time of year
when we give
thanks for the gift
and celebration of
Christmas. We
gather food for
those in need at
St. Cyprian Food
Pantry. Special
needed items are:
corn, yams, green
beans, instant
potatoes, cranberry
sauce, canned or
package gravy,
stuffing mix, canned
pie and pumpkin,
cake mix & frosting.
Thank you.

This chair's for YOU!

Contact Nancy in the parish office,
nholmes@stmichaelsbarrington.org or 847-381-2323
x11, if you'd like to learn more or sign up for a day.

Diocesan Convention 2019 Sends
Greetings to Renk Diocese
On behalf of the Diocese of Chicago, Bishop Jeff Lee
informed Bishop Joseph Atem of the resolution adopted
by clergy and lay delegates, affirming affection and
gratitude to the people of Renk Diocese, our Companion
Diocese in South Sudan since 2001.
Click here to ready Bishop Lee's letter.

Auto Pledge Payments
For any pledge unit who has paid their commitment via a
credit card or bank debit option, we need to ask for you to
give us permission to continue to do so. In this time of
transition, we would be grateful if you would begin to use
the online giving portal to set up your credit card or
banking information. You may begin the process by
clicking here. You may also find on our website by
clicking on the word GIVE in the upper right hand corner
and then selecting the online giving portal link. This is
available to anyone interested in paying their pledge
automatically. If you have any questions, please contact
Kim Lessner in the parish office. Thank you in advance
for your assistance.

Christmas Flower Donations
Please consider giving a donation for the flowers that
will adorn the altar at Christmas.
Your donation can be made in
memory or thanksgiving of
someone. Flower offering envelopes
are in the narthex (front foyer). To
help ensure that your name(s)
appear in the Christmas
bulletin, please return your envelope to the parish
office by December 14.

Wreaths Across America
December 14 at 12:00 noon

Those who have
asked for our
prayers:
Mitchell, Melba,
Carver, Nancy, Len
& Barb, Vicki,
Maribeth, the
Galliher family,
Betty, Brian, Mark,
Ted, Barb & Steve,
Patty, Phyllis, Amy
[Names placed on the
Parish Prayer List are
listed for four weeks.
The newly departed are
also prayed for during
the Prayers of the
People on Sundays for
a duration of four weeks
following their death.
Please notify any
memb er of the clergy
or Nancy to add a name
to the prayer list.]

All are invited to join with our
St. Michael's Veteran's Ministry to volunteer to lay
Christmas wreaths on December 14 at Evergreen
Cemetery (across from the church) on all veterans grave
markers. Click here to learn more.

Stock the Freezer
Sunday, January 12, 12:00-3:00 p.m.
Come join us to bake some wonderful goodies to be used
at future coffee hours! We are asking for
volunteers to spend a few hours in the
Community Room kitchen baking up treats
that we can then freeze and use for future
coffee hours. Lunch will be served and it
will be a nice way to get to know one
another. Since I have just started taking
over coordination of the coffee our ministry,
I thought this would be a great way to get to
know some of our existing volunteers as well as introduce
this ministry to new folks who may want to be volunteers in
the future.
I will be bringing flour, sugar and butter. Please bring any
specifics that you need for the recipe you would like to
make. Keep in mind we would like to have these save for
future dates to end so things that are easy to pack and
freeze would be best.
And if you're unable to attend but would like to drop off
goodies - those are always welcome!
Event Details - Sunday, January 12, 12:00-3:00 p.m. with
lunch served

Please RSVP by January 5 so we can plan for lunch.
Any questions in this event or our coffee ministry in
general (or to sign up to volunteer!) please contact Kelly
Lensink: 520-262-1898 or bratkelnoel@gmail.com

Little Angels Christian Preschool
Registration for 2020-21
In-house registration will begin on Monday, January 13.
Registration will open to the community on Monday,
January 27. Please contact Caren Hunter with any
questions at chunter@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Remembering
This Week
Birthday
12.15
Forest Mayberry
Ella Holtermann
12.16
Kelly Lensink
12.17
Gene Dawson
Jackie Kraus
Joe Kunzon
Debbie Kunzon
12.18
Jeff Cross
Terri Longo
12.19
Caden Chan
Kailey Knoop
Kendall Knoop
Josie Trautwein
Kathy Galliher
12.20
Judy Tammi
12.21
Paul Carrubba
Joel Diechmann

Anniversaries
Rest in Peace

Lessons and Carols last
Sunday was a feast for the
Advent heart. Thank you to
our special guest readers,
musicians and to the
combined choirs of St.
Michael's and St. Mark's.
O Come, O Come
Emanuel

Christmas Baskets Bringing Joy

Last week we sent 10 packages to seniors
at Revive in Chicago. This week the Santa helpers from
Redeemer Church, Elgin loaded up over 50 boxes of gifts,

12.17
Peter Forbes
Jean Treveiler
12.18
Barbara Mabbs
12.19
Bette Sue
Thomasson
Scott Treveiler, Jr.
John Dowling
12.20
Anthony Slone
JoAnn Godfrey

9+ bikes, 2 scooters and delivered it all to 25 families at
Redeemer. It is an incredible sight to see them move in
and load up all of your generous contributions. We are so
blessed and we appreciate your generosity. Just the
thought of the looks on the children's faces on Christmas
morning warms our hearts. We are amazed that every
year we manage to serve this many families.
I (Katy) want to recognize the extreme generosity of Nina
and Bob Stephenson and their elves. When a child
requests a bike, trike or scooter, they take their team and
purchase them. What a special gift that is. All are fun age
appropriate and have special bows upon delivery. Thank
you for all of your shopping, financial contributions and
prayers. Thank you for helping to make other families
Christmas special.
Wishing you and your family's Christmas Blessings,
Nina and Katy

The next Community Meal is, today, December 12, 5:00 7:00 p.m., at Greencastle Manor, 445 E. Main Street,
Barrington. All welcome.

St. Michael's Vestry
vestry@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Dayna Imhoff, Senior Warden; Kirk Chan, Junior Warden
Bill Ferry, Gwynne Johnston, Greg Michaels, Steve Barnum, Tim Raynor, Gene Dawson, Michele
Phillips, Suzanne Fleer, Renee Buxton, Lindsay Taylor, Charley Wickman, Cam Sells,
John Davis, Treasurer - Craig Anderson, Clerk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Jesse Perkins, Rector; The Rev. Lisa Erdeljon, Associate Rector for Christian
Education; The Rev. Elizabeth Ward, Priest Associate; The Rev. Alvin Johnson, Priest
Associate; Mark Sikkila, Organist & Director of Music; Sara Lloyd Torbeck, Director of Children's
Music; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Preschool; Ric Lindeen, Jr/Sr High Youth
Ministry; Kim Curtis, Director of Sunday School; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations;
Nancy Holmes, Parish Administrator/Rector's Assistant; Rich Hornickel, Sexton
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
St. Michael's Episcopal Church
St. Michael's Episcopal Church, 647 Dundee Avenue, Barrington, IL 60010
The Parish Office is open 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Summer office hours June/July/August: M-TH 9am-5pm; Fri 9am-noon.
website: www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Sword
The Sword is published each Thursday. The deadline to submit items to be included is Tuesday at
Noon. Any questions or comments regarding this publication should be sent to
news@stmichaelsbarrington.org

