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Sunday
Worship Times

8:00 a. m. Rite I
10:00 a.m. Rite II
Coffee & Fellowship
after each service.

Sunday
Church School

● 9:45 drop-off ~
Church school for
children ages 3-5th
grade starts at 10am
in the lower level

Feb. 14, 2019

From Our Rector
The Rev. Jesse Perkins
jperkins@stmichaelsbarrington.org
This past Sunday, I mentioned during the announcement
time that we were having a terrible week in the church
office with our emails. In an effort to catch anyone who
was not in church on Sunday, I want to update you on this
situation. First, some of our legitimate emails were going
to your SPAM folders. If you wonder why the church office
is not responding to your email, we are probably in your
Junk or Spam folders. We have, through our IT support
company, made some changes on our end that should
help. It will also help if you added us to your address
book/Contacts. Today, things seem a little better, so
perhaps we are making some progress in this area.
The other problem this past week was with an
impersonator who created an
email that looked like it was
from me. This one was
particularly clever, and I am
told they even sounded like me
in their emails (hard to
believe). This 'fake-Jesse'
asked for gift cards to be
mailed to cancer patients what a terrible thing to do to get money. If you received
this email, report it as Phishing if you are able to do so. If
you sent this impostor money or gift cards, report it to the
police as mail fraud.
I was thinking of how we can perhaps help in situations
like these... there is not much I can do to prevent people
from trying to take advantage of your generosity and
compassion. Here is one little thing that may help: if
clergy at St. Michael's ever ask you for monetary help, we
will always use the discretionary fund to accept the funds,
and disburse them. Anytime you are helping someone
through the church, make your gifts out to St. Michael's
and put in the memo line "discretionary fund" and we will
put it in the right account. I can then use these funds to
help in a myriad of ways, including people who are in
need financially. This provides a nice paper trail for our
auditors, as well, and keeps all transactions confidential

classrooms. They will
join their families in
time for communion.
● 9:00am ~ JR. & SR.
High LIFT gather at
the Sturtz House &
join the service at
10am.
● 9:00am ~ Adult
Formation

AND above board.
Email did not, however, stop us from having an incredible
Sunday this past week. My heart was lifted after worship,
and I am deeply appreciative of everyone who came
together to make it a great Sunday morning. I think we
should do it again soon (like on Sunday)! :)
Until then,
Jesse+

(watch calendar
for seasonal
class dates)

Nursery (infants and
children up to 3 years
old) is available
downstairs from
9:30am through the
10am service.
For Church School
information please
contact The Rev. Lisa
Erdeljon, Associate
Rector for Christian
Education.
For additional
service information,
events and
activities,
please visit our
website by
clicking here.

From Our Associate Rector
for Christian Education
The Rev. Lisa Erdeljon
lerdeljon@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Valentine's Day is a unique holiday. While it is very much
a secular holiday (secular meaning "outside of the
church"), it began as a way to honor St. Valentine of
Rome. Of course, like so many of our secularized "Saint"
holidays (think, St. Patrick's Day), it can be hard to see
the link between Saint Valentine and our current holiday.
St. Valentine is from the third century-his death was
February 14, 269. But when I say
"he," that may also be incorrect;
perhaps "they" is more accurate.
There are records of two different
Valentines who died on February 14,
and were buried in the same
St. Valentine
cemetery. One was a bishop; the
other was a priest-most scholars think it may be the same
person, though.
One recorded miracle of St. Valentine is the restoration of
sight to a young woman. Legend has it, just before his
execution, Valentine wrote that young woman a note and
signed it "from your Valentine." And another supposed
claim to romance: Valentine performed secret wedding
ceremonies for Christian couples, in direct opposition to
the Emperor's command.
However, even with these romantic gestures, how did this
man, a bishop or a priest, come to represent love and
courtship? Some scholars argue it was an attempt to
supersede a pagan holiday called Lupercalia, which
celebrated health and fertility by scaring off evil spirits. A
more popular opinion is that our modern concept of St.
Valentine's Day comes directly from Geoffrey Chaucer's
poem Parlament of Foules. Chaucer wrote of fictional
sentimental customs as if they were historical fact. Thus,
with absolutely no connection to the actual St. Valentine,

Valentine's Day became a day of love and coupling.

Quick Links

Our Website

Whatever the reason for this secular holiday, I hope you
are all able to find some small dosage of love today. Love
doesn't have to be big, grand gestures of flowers and
chocolates, of sweeping someone off their feet in a
romantic embrace. It can be a simple text or email or
phone call to someone you haven't talked to recently. Love
can be one extra prayer for that person you love dearly or
even for that person you struggle to love at all.
Whether you are alone or surrounded by family or friends
or whomever, I do hope you can feel a little bit of that lovea love we share with one another as a reflection of the
love God has for each of us.
Happy Valentine's Day!

Little Angels
Preschool

Listen to Sunday
Sermons

A Prayer for Those we Love (BCP, 831)
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to thy
never-failing care and love, for this life and the life to
come, knowing that thou art doing for them better things
than we can desire or pray for; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Bishop Lee Calls For The Election Of The
Thirteenth Bishop Of Chicago
Dear friends in Christ:

Follow us on
Facebook

Ever since that cold February day in 2008 when you
welcomed me with a glorious ordination
celebration, it has been a great privilege to
serve God with you as your bishop. Now,
trusting in the guidance of the Holy Spirit
and the counsel of those dearest to me, I
believe it is time for you to choose
someone new to carry this ministry into the
future. Accordingly, I am writing today to announce my
intent to retire eighteen months from now, in August 2020,
and to call for the election of the thirteenth bishop of
Chicago. Read more...

Vestry Meeting
Summary
January 22, 2019
Click here

Youth Mental Health First Aid Training

Click here.

St. Michael's will be hosting a Youth Mental Health
First Aid training on Saturday, February 23. It is an indepth training that teaches us how to help a teen (ages 12
through 18) who is experiencing a mental health or
addiction challenge or is in crisis.

This 8-hour training (which includes lunch) is
free to attend - sponsored by the Barrington
Area Community Foundation - and is provided
by Samaritan Counseling Center.
There is a cap at 30 attendees, but the good
news is, because we are hosting the event, St. Michael's
people get first-dibs at registering!
I have heard wonderful things about the program as well
as the facilitator. It is an opportunity you do not want to
miss!
If you work with teens, have a teen, know a teen, or may
be dealing with a teen in the near future, this is the training
for you!
Click here for the flyer and additional information.
TO REGISTER
Email Christine Guerra at Admin@sccnw.org OR
Lisa Erdeljon at lerdeljon@stmichaelsbarrington.org include your name, address, phone number and email OR
you may register online at sccnw.org/newevents/.
Little Red Wagon

Wauconda/Island
Lake Food
Pantry is our focus
in February. They
serve over 600
people every month.
Needs are: fruit
juices, pancake mix,
peanut butter, tuna
fish, Italian foods.

This morning I called my oldest son Michael, at college, to
wish him a Happy Valentine's Day. During the
conversation he told me, "Mom, God loves us more than
anyone here can ever love us!" Then he said, "It's
amazing how spending just 15 minutes with God can
make you feel at peace." We giggled about who loves you
more, Mom or God? Thinking to myself, the 5 minutes
valentines call actually gave me peace. We ended as
usual with, "Love you Michael" and he said "Love you too
Mom." Actually, an earlier conversation this month with
Michael inspired the Valentine Day bulletin board by my
office. Michael has been doing 15 minute meditations
each day. One of his thoughts was about I AM. Who are
we and what path will he be taking after graduation. We
discussed all the positive things God represents in I AM
for us and to trust in Gods timing. Some days, however as
many of us know it's not easy to be positive all the time.
Especially when life becomes a struggle, is not always full

of grace, or if hard times
hit. Specifically, we talked
about how loved we are in
general and all the good
blessings we have in our
life despite challenges.
Perhaps, it also reminded
us that God loves us even if we don't feel Gods presence
in hard times. Michael, the soon to be UNL graduate of
Finance, asked, "If we had a ruler, how could God's love
for us be measured?" Would it be an inch or 12 inches?
Psalm 103:11 was my answer: As high as the heavens
above the earth, so great is His love for us.
This week in the Gospel Jesus teaches us Gods love is
present to all, but especially to those who are poor,
persecuted and hungry in this world. In fact, many
significant people in the Bible had these same struggles.
God doesn't call the qualified people; He qualifies the
people who are called. God's love is unconditional, no
matter what! In other words Michael, His love is beyond
measurable. 1 Peter 5:10 says, "And the God of all grace,
who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have
suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make
you strong, firm and steadfast." The kids will participate in
measuring activities and games to teach them "God is
with you!" in hard times and good times.
In March, we will have Ash Wednesday children services
in the Chapel at 6:30 p.m. FYI: Please RSVP (link
below) if you will be attending the chili cook off on March
6 with your children. You can sign up online or on the
poster in the hallway. The Sunday school kids will actually
be making a pot of chili, it should be really fun to see them
cooking.
Click here for this week's At Home.
Those who have
asked for our
prayers:
Lisa, Maribeth,
George, Vicki, the
Bowles family,
George, Ed, Marie,
Annie, Ellen, Dick,
Joe, the Harms
family, Barb,
Donald, Paula,
Brian, Mark, Ted,
Barb & Steve, Patty,
Phyllis, Amy.
[Typically names placed
on the Parish Prayer
List are listed for four

Pray For...
The Healing Prayer ministry announces our third annual
"Praying Lent" Daily Devotional submission period. We
need your prayer by February 21. As in past years, this
wonderful gift bubbles up from the
congregation inthe form of prayers,
scripture, poetry, or heartfelt
expressions of inspiration. We need
prayers for each day in Lent so feel free
to submit more than one. We
encourage prayers with a purpose ~

weeks. The newly
departed are also
prayed for during the
Prayers of the People
on Sundays for a
duration of four weeks
following their death.

please begin your prayer with the wording Pray For...
You may submit any and all prayers, specific prayers or
prayers of thanksgiving, a favorite uplifting sentiment, or
anything on your heart. This is a wonderful way for the
people of St. Michael's to be united throughout Lent.
Please email your submissions to Greg Smith at
marketingyou@comcast.net.

Please notify any
memb er of the clergy
or Nancy to add a name
to the prayer list.]

You may also leave your prayers in the Healing Prayer
Ministry mailbox or in the collection plate. Thank you for
rushing your submissions - as time is short. Lift us all up in
prayer, and thank you for making this blessing a reality
once again.

Sign Up Now for
Adult Confirmation Classes
St. Michael's offers confirmation preparation for adults
who desire to make a public commitment to Jesus Christ
in front of the bishop. We offer a five week course for
adults on the basics of the Christian faith and the
Episcopal Church. The classes will be held on Sunday at
11:15 a.m. beginning on March 10. Any adult interested in
confirmation, baptism or reception should contact Fr.
Jesse at jperkins@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace & Justice Committee News
On Sunday, March 3, after the 10:00 a.m. service, in the
Community Room, Andie Evans, member of St. Michael's,
sophomore at University of Illinois - Chicago, and
daughter of parishioner and committee
member, Dave Evans will give a
presentation for members of the
congregation about the new nonprofit,
Viability Movement, that she and a fellow
student have founded. Please come and learn from the
youth who have been raised in the church and experience
their passion for improving life for people in the world.
Remembering
This Week

For advance information,
see https://www.facebook.com/viabilitymovement/

Birthday
2.17
Marilyn Okonek
Ginny Conners
Kevin Chrisos
2.18
Penny Kazmier
2.20

Lent Begins In A Few Short Weeks

Scott Knoop
2.21
Erika Krysiak
2.22
Suzanne Fleer
Connie Wolff
Darci Lorenzo
Sara Torbeck
2.23
Laura Dern
Emanuel Semerad
Juliet Duncan

FUN FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY!
Click here TO SIGN UP and for all the chili details.

Anniversaries
2.22
Kristy & Sean
Harrington

Rest in Peace
2.18
Henry Parker
2.21
Agnes Sanford
Terrence Willis
2.23
Don Johnson

Lent Madness: Get Ready To Play
With its unique blend of competition, learning, and humor,
Lent Madness allows participants to be
inspired by the ways in which God has
worked through the lives of saintly souls
across generations and cultures.
Scorecards are available now at church. Click here to
read more about this fun Lenten opportunity.

From Our Music Ministry

February 14

Does anyone in the parish have an autoharp I might
borrow? I'm referring to an instrument which looks like
the picture at the right. In a few weeks the choir is doing
a mid-19th century anthem from
"The Sacred Harp," which is a
collection of American music.
The autoharp was often used in
smaller churches with no other
musical resources, as well as for home singing. If you
have one you can loan us for a few weeks, it would be
much appreciated.
Thank you,
Mark msikkila@stmichaelsbarrington.org

Year End Contribution Statements for 2018 have been
mailed to all parishioners as of February 13. Please take
a moment to review your statement for any donation
discrepancies between our records. If you have not
received a statement or find a discrepancy on your
statement after reviewing, please contact Kim Lessner at
the parish offices, 847-381-2323, ext. 16 or via email
klessner@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

A Vigil For Those Affected By Gun Violence:
Tuesday, February 26, 7:00 p.m. at St. Paul's United
Church of Christ, 401 E. Main Street, Barrington.
St. Michael's Peace and Justice Committee invites you to
a vigil in remembrance and recognition of all those
affected by gun violence. Contact Michele Phillips for
more information 847-714-2463
Foglia YMCA & iConnect Leadership Group presents
an inspirational community breakfast on Saturday, March
9 at 7:30 a.m. Hear Col. Greg Gadson, a 25-year career
Army officer, share his life of leadership that perseveres
amidst facing tremendous personal challenge. Click here.

St. Michael's Vestry
vestry@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Dayna Imhoff, Senior Warden; Kirk Chan, Junior Warden
Bill Ferry, Gwynne Johnston, Greg Michaels, Lisa Farran, Tim Raynor, Gene Dawson,
Michele Phillips, Suzanne Fleer, Renee Buxton, Lindsay Taylor, Charley Wickman,
Cam Sells, John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Jesse Perkins, Rector; The Rev. Lisa Erdeljon, Associate Rector for Christian
Education; The Rev. Elizabeth Ward, Priest Associate; The Rev. Alvin Johnson, Priest
Associate; The The Rev. Laurie Michaels, Deacon; Mark Sikkila, Organist & Director of
Music; Sara Lloyd Torbeck, Director of Children's Music; Caren Hunter, Director of Little
Angels Preschool; Ric Lindeen, Jr/Sr High Youth Ministry; Kim Curtis, Director of
Sunday School; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish
Administrator/Rector's Assistant; Rich Hornickel, Sexton
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
St. Michael's Episcopal Church
St. Michael's Episcopal Church, 647 Dundee Avenue, Barrington, IL 60010
The Parish Office is open 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
website: www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Sword
The Sword is published each Thursday. The deadline to submit items to be included is
Tuesday at Noon. Any questions or comments regarding this publication should be sent
to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org

