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Advent
Resources
as you
prepare
and wait.

Click here

Dec. 6, 2018

From Our Rector
The Rev. Jesse Perkins
jperkins@stmichaelsbarrington.org
The days have grown so short, as it does in every
December. Yet somehow I am always surprised by it. By
the time I leave the office to go home, the sun is
already setting, and it will be completely dark before I
finish my exercise and go to get Gaius from after school
care. For many of you, I know your entire commute is
done with the headlights on. It makes me think that it is for
this reason that we have so many celebrations during this
time of the year, perhaps to keep us going through the
cold and dark days. Maybe that's why we put up
Christmas lights - just to give a little more light and joy as
we make our way home each evening. I wonder if the
shorter days and the desire for light did not influence the
early Christians to celebrate Jesus's birth during this time
as well.
There are many theories about when Jesus was actually
born, and why Christians have since the 3rd century
celebrated Jesus's birth on this particular day - just take a
look at the Wikipedia page to get an idea. Some
theologians defend December 25 as His actual date of
birth, others suggest that it was a calculation based on the
date they believe Mary conceived. I have even heard
September argued as the actual month. With the Gospels
being relatively ambiguous on the matter, I am not sure we
will ever know for sure.
What really makes the most sense to me, regardless of
why December 25 came to be the selected day, is how
wonderfully it speaks to us theologically
and symbolically. Because just as we
yearn for light in our lives thanks to the
shortness of the day, we also yearn for the
heavenly light in our hearts. Jesus, the
light of the world, comes to us during
these short and dark days. Once Jesus is born, bringing
God's spiritual light into the world, even the physical days
begin to get longer again. Our liturgical calendar uses the
very seasons to remind us of God's light and hope in our
lives.

God still chooses to enter the darkest moments and
places of our heart, and still brings the light of hope and of
love - alleluia! This Sunday we will continue our
Advent celebrations, singing the next two verses of O
Come O Come Emmanuel, and (you guessed it) lighting
an additional candle on the Advent wreath adding a little
more light to our lives. I hope to see you there.
Jesse+

Sunday
Worship Times

8:00 a. m. Rite I
10:00 a.m. Rite II
Coffee & Fellowship
after each service.

Sunday
Church School

● 9:45 drop-off ~
Church school for
children ages 3-5th
grade starts at 10am
in the lower level
classrooms. They will
join their families in
time for communion.
● 9:00am ~ JR. & SR.
High LIFT gather at
the Sturtz House &
join the service at
10am.
● 9:00am ~ Adult
Formation
meet in the
Conference Room 12/2
- 12/23
(watch calendar
for seasonal
class dates)

Nursery (infants and
children up to 3 years
old) is available
downstairs from
9:30am through the
10am service.
For Church School
information please
contact The Rev. Lisa
Erdeljon, Associate

From Our Associate Rector
for Christian Education
The Rev. Lisa Erdeljon
lerdeljon@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Today, Thursday, December 6, is the one-year
anniversary of my ordination to the priesthood. I can hardly
believe it's only been one year - in both senses: it feels
like just yesterday and it feels like
forever ago.
So many things have happened in
the past year, and I am so thankful
for all of you, who played a crucial
role in my first year as an ordained
priest.
I am thankful for the grace you have
December 6, 2017
extended to me when I made
mistakes. I am thankful for the joy you have shared with
me when I succeeded. I am thankful for the help you have
offered to me when I couldn't do it alone. But most
importantly, I am thankful for you opening your lives to me
and inviting me into some of the most special moments.
In the past year, I have sat with you through some of the
most heart-wrenching times (funerals and deathbed
visits), and I have stood next to you for some of the most
heart-warming times (my first wedding and my first
baptism!) And you have been there with me, as I
navigated this thing called ordained ministry and a new
vocation that plays such a key part in my very existence.
I cannot thank you enough for all of your support and
presence in my life and ministry.
And while my first year is done, I know I'll still be learning
and growing. I hope you can stay with me for my second
year of ordained ministry. I hope you will continue to
forgive me for my mistakes and cheer me on when I
succeed. And I hope my second year can be just as much
of a gift as my first year has been.

Rector for Christian
Education.

Thank you to all of you for journeying with me on these
important first steps-the foundation of the rest of my life.

For additional
service information,
events and
activities,
please visit our
website by
clicking here.

Preparing for Today,
from Yesterday
Adult Formation Advent Series
THIS SUNDAY, December 9, at 9:00 a.m.,
in the Conference Room.

Quick Links

Explore the 39 Articles, based on the 42 Articles written
by Thomas Cranmer, in the mid-16th century, as a
foundational document to the Anglican faith.
Reflect on the past that has shaped our theology todayand ask ourselves how we can live into our Anglican
Identity in our modern lives.

Our Website

Little Angels
Preschool

This week, we will look at Articles XI through XX, with a
special focus on how Articles XVII apply to our lives and
the Church today. (Hint: look up Supralapsarianism and
Sublapsarianism here for more information.) Click here if
you would like to read the Articles before Sunday.

Listen to Sunday
Sermons

Follow us on
Facebook

Sometimes as much as we prepare for the week's tasks,
we just forget about some things. Being vulnerable, in
Gods eyes, is having strength. Adapting to events that do
not fall into place you thought were perfectly planned and
then having to figure out a new plan is called being Real.
Read on.....
Click here for this Sunday's
AT HOME with the Good News.

2019 Vestry Candidates
Vestry Meeting
Summary
November 19, 2018
Click here.

If you are interested in serving on the Vestry or serving as
a Diocesan Delegate please contact Fr. Jesse. New
vestry members and delegates will be elected at the
Annual Meeting on February 3, 2019.

Saturday Morning Bible Study
Click here.

'The Gospel of John' is the current focus of the Bible study
group which meets the 1st and 3rd Saturday of each
month, 7:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m., at St. Michael's. Please
join us for prayer and discussion. For more information
please contact Craig Anderson, anderson8106@att.net

Altar Flower Donations
At St. Michael's, we provide opportunity for individuals to
offer and dedicate altar flowers for a specific Sunday. You
may want to honor the
memory of a departed
loved one, to give thanks
for the many blessings
you have received in
your life, to mark special
events in your life, such as a birthday, anniversary or even
a birth of a child, and other things/events you may want to
lift up to God.
If you would like to make a donation towards the flowers
on a particular Sunday, please sign the FLOWER
DONATION BINDER in the narthex. The recommended
amount for altar flower donation is $50.00. Please mark
your check in the memo line "DATE Altar Flowers".

Christmas Flower Donations: Please consider
Little Red Wagon

giving a donation for the flowers that will adorn the altar at

Christmas. Christmas flower offering envelopes are in the
Narthex (front foyer).To help ensure that your name(s)
appear in the Christmas bulletin, please return your
envelope to the parish office by December 14.

Church of the
Redeemer, Elgin,
Families in Crisis
Program is our
focus in December.
Needs are: canned
vegetables, black
beans, tomato
paste & sauce,
instant potatoes,
cereal, canned
soups.

In The Parish Family
Last Sunday St. Michael's kicked off the Advent
season with rich worship and fellowship. The parish
gathered after the 10:00 a.m. service for a delicious lunch
(thank you Judy Tammi for a yummy lunch of grilled
cheese and tomato soup) and families making advent
wreaths (thank you Kim Curtis for organizing the crafts).
The day was capped off later with a beautiful service of
Lessons and Carols (thank you to our choir and Mark
Sikkila). Click here for photos.
The women of St. Michael's came together on Tuesday
for their annual Advent Gathering. They talked, they
prayed, they laughed and they sang - what a special time
to slow down and appreciate the friends in our lives.
Thank you to our hosts Michele Philips and Kay Lewis.
Click here for photos.

Those who have
asked for our

Looking for some extra greenery for your holiday
centerpieces, mantle, or other decorations? We
have extra greenery from the Advent wreath
making activity. Come by the church and find a
nice pile of Fraser branches, piled up, to the
right of the gated dumpster. They'll only be
around for one week, so come by soon to grab
some.

prayers:
Dave, Mike,
Jessica, Barb, Meg,
Dan, Mary, Jennifer,
the Richards family,
Sage, Nicholas,
Ryan, Felix, Ann,
the Harms family,
Donald, Mark, Ted,
Barb & Steve, Patty,
Phyllis, Amy.

Two Gifts In One With Amazon Smile
The holidays are approaching and we know you'll be busy
shopping for gifts, decorations, and more.
Remember - when you shop
at smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2541957,
Amazon donates a percentage to St.
Michael's Church. Thank you for
supporting the ministries of St. Michael's.

[Typically names placed
on the Parish Prayer
List are listed for four
weeks. The newly

You are invited to the Children's Epiphany Pageant

departed are also
prayed for during the
Prayers of the People
on Sundays for a
duration of four weeks
following their death.
Please notify any
memb er of the clergy
or Nancy to add a name
to the prayer list.]

Please contact Kim Curtis 847-381-2323 x15
kcurtis@stmichaelsbarrington.org by Dec. 20
if your child would like to participate in the pageant.
Dress rehearsal: Saturday, Jan. 5 @ 9AM.

SAVE THE DATE
Sunday, February 3
after the 10:00 a.m. service
ST. MICHAEL'S ANNUAL MEETING

Remembering
This Week
Birthday
12.9
Willow Duncan
12.10
Jerry Conners
David Larson

The Community Meal: Today, December 6, 5-7 p.m. at
SS Peter & Paul Catholic Church, 410 North First Street,
Cary. All Welcome.
"The Glory of Christmas" will be performed at St.
Matthew Lutheran Church on Sunday, December 9 at
4 pm. This concert weaves the lessons and carols of

12.11
Vickie Johnson
12.13
Randy Lewis
Colleen Maire
12.14
Charlie Baartz
Hayley Eissler
12.15
Forest Mayberry
Ella Holtermann

Christmas together through voices, bells, flutes, brass,
piano and organ. St. Matthew is located at 720 Dundee
Avenue, Barrington. Refreshments to follow.

Anniversaries
Dolores & Keith
Kampert

Rest in Peace
12.9
Alice Dally
12.14
Jacqueline Martin
St. Michael's Vestry
vestry@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Wes Kimes, Senior Warden; Dayna Imhoff, Junior Warden
Bill Ferry, Jim Stevens, Rob Wisnowski, Gwynne Johnston, Lora Gier, Greg Michaels,
Lisa Farran, Tim Raynor, Gene Dawson, Michele Phillips, Suzanne Fleer, Renee
Buxton. John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Jesse Perkins, Rector; The Rev. Lisa Erdeljon, Associate Rector for Christian
Education; The Rev. Elizabeth Ward, Priest Associate; The Rev. Alvin Johnson, Priest
Associate; The The Rev. Laurie Michaels, Deacon; Mark Sikkila, Organist & Director of
Music; Sara Lloyd Torbeck, Director of Children's Music; Caren Hunter, Director of Little
Angels Preschool; Ric Lindeen, Jr/Sr High Youth Ministry; Kim Curtis, Director of
Sunday School; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish
Administrator/Rector's Assistant; Rich Hornickel, Sexton
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
St. Michael's Episcopal Church
St. Michael's Episcopal Church, 647 Dundee Avenue, Barrington, IL 60010
The Parish Office is open 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
website: www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Sword
The Sword is published each Thursday. The deadline to submit items to be included is
Tuesday at Noon. Any questions or comments regarding this publication should be sent
to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org

