Your e-connection with St. Michael's Church
In This Issue
+From Our Rector
+From Our Associate
Rector for Christian Ed
+Stewardship 2019
+And All The Angels Gift
Store Holiday Sale
+All Parish Advent I
Gathering
+Lessons & Carols
+Advent Adult Formation
+Children's Sunday School
+LIFT News
+All Women Advent
Gathering
+Vestry Candidates
+Christmas Giving
+Saturday Bible Study
+Altar Flower Donation
+Christmas Worship Times
+In the Parish Family
+Annual Meeting 2019
+Community News

Sunday
Worship Times

8:00 a. m. Rite I
10:00 a.m. Rite II
Coffee & Fellowship
after each service.

Sunday
Church School

Nov. 29, 2018

From Our Rector
The Rev. Jesse Perkins
jperkins@stmichaelsbarrington.org
This Sunday starts Advent, and it seems hardly possible
that in only a few more weeks we will be concluding the
year 2018. Advent is always a welcomed time for me usually a more quiet time at the conclusion of the many
church events held in the fall. We begin to tell the entire
Good News story all over again, primarily because I think
you and I need to hear it at least once a year or we will
start to forget. During Advent, God begins the work to
repair the rift that has formed between us and God. God
takes things to a very personal level and sends his only
Son to reach us, and to show us God's love and the love
we are to have for one another. God's great reveal hidden
in the form of a new baby, and yet everything will begin to
change. During this season we tell the story of Jesus's
birth, and we also look forward to a time when God's
redemptive process comes to a successful conclusion.
Perhaps you and I might wonder why it was that God
chose such a way to enter creation and to reconnect with
us. I do - it seems like there might have been, at least on
the surface, a more effective way to change the world than
to start with an infant, born to non-citizens, living under the
rule and oppression of the Roman Empire. Yet God
chose to come humbly in a way that is so often overlooked
and that had so little earthly power. God's kingdom, not
the kingdom of the world as Fr. Al preached Sunday, is
different - it is one of the heart. Perhaps creating this
kingdom and changing hearts is better done starting out
as a newborn infant than with the overt power of Rome's
military might. It had to have been risky; God surely knew
it would take a long time of an uphill climb to change our
hearts. And yet Jesus was still born, humbly, in a stable to
an unmarried teenage girl far away from home.
Perhaps God is still trying to change hearts and bring
about the Kingdom by starting something small,
something that perhaps is being born inside of us. Take
some time this Advent to see what might be being
born anew, and what might be coming to a
conclusion. Where is there anxiety and anticipation in
your heart about what God might do next? Where is it in

your life that God might be bringing
something wonderful in an unexpected
way?
● 9:45 drop-off ~
Church school for
children ages 3-5th
grade starts at 10am
in the lower level
classrooms. They will
join their families in
time for communion.
● 9:00am ~ JR. & SR.
High LIFT gather at
the Sturtz House &
join the service at
10am.
● 9:00am ~ Adult
Formation
meet in the
Conference Room
9.9.18 to 10.14.18
(watch calendar
for seasonal
class dates)

Nursery (infants and
children up to 3 years
old) is available
downstairs from
9:30am through the
10am service.
For Church School
information please
contact The Rev. Lisa
Erdeljon, Associate
Rector for Christian
Education.
For additional
service information,
events and
activities,
please visit our
website by
clicking here.

I ask the same questions about St.
Michael's - who is God calling us to be
this next year, and how will that take
shape? Continue to pray for the church,
and I will see you "next year" for Advent
1 services, and also our Lessons and Carols service at
evening at 5:00 p.m.
See you in church,
Jesse+

More From The Rector...
Thanks to the generosity of one of our parishioners, I am
glad to tell you about a great tradition and opportunity to
connect your Christmas meals at home with
your faith. Starting in the next week or two, we will be
giving out Oplatki bread (Christmas wafer) for you to take
home and perhaps use with your families, reminding
and staying connected to the real meaning of
Christmas. These wafers are Christmas themed, and
tradition has it that as your family gathers for Christmas,
the host breaks this bread and shares it, offering a prayer
of thanks for the people gathered. Learn more here, and
be on the lookout for these to pick up and take home in
the Community Room at coffee hour.

From Our Associate Rector
for Christian Education
The Rev. Lisa Erdeljon
lerdeljon@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Happy Advent!
It seems weird for me to say "Happy" Advent. I do love the
season of Advent (it is probably my favorite liturgical
season), but I'm not sure it is quite a "joyful" season. For
me, Advent is a time of cleaning up, assessing my life,
and preparing the Way for Jesus.
The days are getting shorter, and the nights seem to be
darker. Life seems to slow down, and while society
seems to be focused on that old man in a red suit, who will
be delivering presents on December 25, Church seems to
be focused on preparing for that infant, who will be laid in
a manger, who will be our Salvation.
While I always had Advent calendars growing up (you
know the kind: with a small piece of chocolate behind
each door - one per day from December 1 until

December 24), it was only in the past few years that I
experienced having an Advent wreath. I
learned how the four candles are lit - one
for each week of Advent-and I first
experienced that feeling of pureness and
devotion. I can't explain it properly in
words, but the act of being still and silent
and lighting that candle and saying a
prayer for God to open my heart and make more room in
my life for Jesus - it still gives me shivers.
I wish I could guarantee that each one of you has that
same experience of stillness and wholeness when lighting
an Advent candle. Of course I can't guarantee it, but I do
want to offer the opportunity to possibly experience it.

Quick Links

As a result, I invited everyone to come together on Sunday
and make Advent Wreaths! We will be having another
fabulous lunch of grilled cheese sandwiches and tomato
soup (put together by Judy Tammi - thank you Judy!), and
all of the supplies will be provided for families,
households, even individuals (like me!) to make an Advent
Wreath to take home with you. There will also be a
children's version, too!
If possible, please let me or Nancy know that you plan to
come - we want to make sure there's enough food and
supplies for everyone.

Our Website

Little Angels
Preschool

Listen to Sunday
Sermons

Follow us on

And in the mean time, I hope you have a blessed Advent
Season and a chance to slow down and wait, as we all
prepare the way for Jesus.

Facebook

And All The Angels Gift Store
Annual Holiday Sale
November 30 ~ 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
December 1 ~ 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
December 2 ~ 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Vestry Meeting
Summary
November 19, 2018
Click here.

Gifts for everyone on your list.
All proceeds benefit women & children's charities. The
gift shop is located on the lower level of the church.

All Parish Advent I Gathering
Click here.

Sunday, December 2
in the Community Room after the 10:00 a.m. service.
Please don't forget to RSVP below!
Join us for a time of fellowship and fun, as St. Michael's
gathers to make Advent Wreaths.
An Advent Wreath is a devotional tool
- a way to visually pray through the
season of Advent. Made from
greens, an Advent Wreath includes
four candles, one for each Sunday of
Advent. Each week, the appropriate
number of candles are lit, and
prayers are offered, in anticipation of Christmas and the
birth of Christ.
We will have all the supplies, we just need you.
Families, couples, and singles are welcome.
Lunch is also provided, so if you don't want to make an
Advent Wreath, at least come for the food.
AND please click here to let us know if you're coming for
wreath making and/or lunch so we can plan accordingly.
Attention Gardeners, Landscapers, and Yard Owners:
Do you have some evergreens that need trimming? Or some
extra evergreen boughs in your yard? Bring them to St.
Michael's to help us make Advent Wreaths. We are also
collecting greenery (and holly berry branches and pine cones
and anything else we can use). An extra BIG "Thank you" for
contributing. Every little bit helps!

Advent Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 2 at 5:00 p.m.
This traditional Anglican service weaves together
readings, hymns and choir music as it tells the story of the
fall of humanity, the promise of the Messiah, and the birth

of Jesus. We especially welcome all
guests this evening. A festive reception
will follow the service. If you can assist
with the reception please contact Dolores
Duncan.
Little Red Wagon

And Did You Know?
by Mark Sikkila, Director of Music & Organist

St. Cyprian Food
Pantry is our focus
in November.
Click here for more
about the history of
St. Cyprian Food
Pantry.
Needs are: canned
corn, yams,
cranberries, canned
pumpkin, instant
potatoes, cereal,
canned soups.
And a BIG thank you
to those who have
also donated bags
and bags of
clothing. Ruth
Silver will ensure
they are delivered to
St. Cyprian.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! This year the Festival of Nine
Lessons and Carols turns one hundred years old. It was
begun in 1918 by Eric Milner-White, the new Dean of
King's College, Cambridge, England. His experiences
as an army chaplain convinced him that the Church of
England needed more imaginative worship, so he
adapted an Order of Worship first used at Truro Cathedral
in 1880. Since 1928 it has been broadcast by the British
Broadcasting Corporation and this exposure has made it
influential across the world.
Do you have your own Christmas traditions? I have one.
For me the Christmas season starts on December 24
when I turn my radio dial to the live broadcast of A
Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols. Join me by tuning in
to WFMT-FM, 98.7, at 9:00 a.m. to hear choral music of
the highest earthly standard, Scripture readings
meaningfully rendered, and meditative and rousing hymns
of the faith.

Preparing for Today,
from Yesterday
Adult Formation Advent Series
Starting THIS SUNDAY, December 2, at 9:00 a.m.,
in the Conference Room.
We'll be exploring the 39 Articles, based on the 42
Articles written by Thomas Cranmer, in the mid-16th
century, as a foundational document to the Anglican faith.
This will offer us a chance to reflect on the past that has
shaped our theology today-and how we can live into our
Anglican Identity in our modern lives.
This week, we will look at Articles I through X, with a
special focus on how Articles IX and X apply to our lives
and the Church today. Click here if you would like to read
the Articles before Sunday.

Those who have
asked for our
prayers:
Nina, Dave, Mike,
Jessica, Barb, Meg,
Dan, Mary, Sage,
Nicholas, Ryan,
Felix, Ann, the
Harms family,
Donald, Mark, Ted,
Barb & Steve, Patty,
Phyllis, Amy.

I was so impressed with the Thanksgiving Feast. So
many amazing families came to help before, during and
after the celebration. Thank you to all of them and to the
staff that prepared for weeks ahead coordinating, to make
it all possible. I made two turkeys, pies and Jewel pickups early that morning, however, when I arrived, the
kitchen was already jammed. To my surprise onions were
already being sautéed, potatoes being boiled, turkeys
being carved and Elton John music playing on a sound
bar. What a team of experienced volunteers we had
prepping to feed an enormous group of people.
Read on....
Click here for this Sunday's
AT HOME with the Good News.

[Typically names placed
on the Parish Prayer
List are listed for four
weeks. The newly
departed are also
prayed for during the
Prayers of the People
on Sundays for a
duration of four weeks
following their death.
Please notify any
memb er of the clergy
or Nancy to add a name
to the prayer list.]

Junior and Senior Lift will have Present-Palooza this
Sunday. Come to church school at 9:00 a.m., go to
church, we will feed you. Then we get in the church van
and go to Target to shop for our family. It's a great service
activity if you need service hours and it's also just the
good thing to do.
See you on Sunday. Any questions call Miss Kay 847909-8374. Also we will have LIFT Sunday school on the
9th and 16th before our winter break. Hope to see you.
Peace,
Kay Lewis, Sr. LIFT Leader
Terri Longo, Jr. LIFT Leader

St. Michael's
All Women
Advent
Gathering
December 4
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
at the home of
Michelle Philips
50 Oakdene Road
Barrington Hills

Remembering
This Week

Please join the women of St. Michael's (and beyond) to
this festive evening of fellowship, fun and song. Please
bring an appetizer to share with the group. Desserts and
beverages will be provided. We are also collecting coins
for the charity 'Change for Change'.

Birthday
12.2
Dick Curran
12.6
Barbara Pepper
12.7
Marti Kahn
12.8
Sumit Mullick

2019 Vestry Candidates
If you are interested in serving on the Vestry or serving as
a Diocesan Delegate please contact Fr. Jesse. New
vestry members and delegates will be elected at the
Annual Meeting on February 3, 2019.

Anniversaries
11.2.5
Ann & Wes Kimes

Rest in Peace
12.2
James Bullion
12.3
Caterina Pignone
Beth Lipsteur
Steve Factor

St. Cyprian Christmas Gifts
Keep your eyes open on Sunday mornings for an
opportunity to put a smile on a young person's face. Ruth
Silver (847-381-1871) is organizing Christmas gift giving
to children from St. Cyprian Church in Chicago. She's not
sure if she'll have the names from St. Cyprian this Sunday,
but if she does, she'll be at a table outside the Community
Room. Thank you for your open hearts.

Saturday Morning Bible Study
'The Gospel of John' is the current focus of the Bible study
group which meets the 1st and 3rd Saturday of each
month, 7:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m., at St. Michael's. Please
join us for prayer and discussion. For more information
please contact Craig Anderson, anderson8106@att.net

Altar Flower Donations

At St. Michael's, we provide opportunity for individuals to
offer and dedicate altar flowers for a specific Sunday. You
may want to honor the
memory of a departed
loved one, to give thanks
for the many blessings
you have received in
your life, to mark special
events in your life, such as a birthday, anniversary or even
a birth of a child, and other things/events you may want to
lift up to God.
If you would like to make a donation towards the flowers
on a particular Sunday, please sign the FLOWER
DONATION BINDER in the narthex. The recommended
amount for altar flower donation is $50.00. Please mark
your check in the memo line "DATE Altar Flowers".

Christmas Flower Donations: Please consider
giving a donation for the flowers that will adorn the altar at
Christmas. Christmas flower offering envelopes are in the
Narthex (front foyer).To help ensure that your name(s)
appear in the Christmas bulletin, please return your
envelope to the parish office by December 14.

In The Parish Family
Boundless gratitude to all who were a part of St.
Michael's 14 Annual Thanksgiving
Dinner. We fed over 250 guests and the
blessings were overflowing. Click here to
read how this gift to our community comes to
fruition thanks to dozens and dozens of

volunteers and click here for photos.

SAVE THE DATE
Sunday, February 3
after the 10:00 a.m. service
ST. MICHAEL'S ANNUAL MEETING

Barrington Giving Day Winter Collection through
December 4: There is a collection box in the hallway
inviting us to help families within our school district. Click
here for a list of needs. Thanks for your support.
"The Glory of Christmas" will be performed at St.
Matthew Lutheran Church on Sunday, December 9 at
4 pm. This concert weaves the lessons and carols of
Christmas together through voices, bells, flutes, brass,
piano and organ. St. Matthew is located at 720 Dundee
Avenue, Barrington. Refreshments to follow.

St. Michael's Vestry
vestry@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Wes Kimes, Senior Warden; Dayna Imhoff, Junior Warden
Bill Ferry, Jim Stevens, Rob Wisnowski, Gwynne Johnston, Lora Gier, Greg Michaels,
Lisa Farran, Tim Raynor, Gene Dawson, Michele Phillips, Suzanne Fleer, Renee
Buxton. John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Jesse Perkins, Rector; The Rev. Lisa Erdeljon, Associate Rector for Christian
Education; The Rev. Elizabeth Ward, Priest Associate; The Rev. Alvin Johnson, Priest
Associate; The The Rev. Laurie Michaels, Deacon; Mark Sikkila, Organist & Director of
Music; Sara Lloyd Torbeck, Director of Children's Music; Caren Hunter, Director of Little
Angels Preschool; Ric Lindeen, Jr/Sr High Youth Ministry; Kim Curtis, Director of
Sunday School; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish
Administrator/Rector's Assistant; Rich Hornickel, Sexton
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
St. Michael's Episcopal Church
St. Michael's Episcopal Church, 647 Dundee Avenue, Barrington, IL 60010
The Parish Office is open 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
website: www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Sword
The Sword is published each Thursday. The deadline to submit items to be included is
Tuesday at Noon. Any questions or comments regarding this publication should be sent
to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org

